we 9 


Occaſioned by the 


IDE AT H 


Of the RrVEREND 


Who departed this Life, Feb. 26. 174 5-6. 
Preached March 16. 


55 And publiſhed at the unanimous Requeſt of 
che ChuRcn to which he was Paſtor, 


* 


— — wu 


By THOMAS HALL. / 


EF 


* 


_ * 9 * * — — , 


—— 


- 


L ON D O N. 


Printed for J. Os w L p, at the Roſe and Crown 
near the Manſion- Houſe; J. Bu cXLAND, in 
_ Pater-nofter-Row 5 and A. MAs ON, in Fore- 
. Street. M pcc xLv1, 
(Price Six-pence.) 


% 


HS: 


2 
- 


„ 


« 


(3) 


© ' 4 » 4 A 2 
* PLS 3 . 0 
S 


2 T. N : Fir Hee KI? 
; PHiLIPPIANG 0 3 9. v 

— That I may win Chriſt, and be 

found in Him. —— 


4 SERIOUS Attention to theſe Words 
may ſoon convince us, that they af- 
ford many uſeful Inſtructions, very 
ſuitable to the preſent ſolemn and 
mournful Occaſion : Tho' neither the Service, 
nor the Subject, was of my own Chuſing; as 
many of the ſorrowing Friends can tell. Both 
were allotted me by the Providence of Gop, 
thro' the Suffrage of this Church, in Concur- 
rence with the dying Requeſt of its worthy 
Paſtor, lately deceaſed. Notwithſtanding, there- 
fore, I am under many Infirmities, both of 
Body and Mind ; and tho', in the preſent Caſe 
eſpecially, a peculiar Difficulty attends me; yet 
caſting inyſelf upon the Divine Aſſiſtance, and 
waiting for a freſh Anointing from the Holy 
One, I thought it my Duty to comply with 
what I took to be the Call, both of Gop, and 
Man. | | 

No ſooner indeed was the Subject given me, 
but I immediately remembered, (for I truſt.I 
ſhall never forget it,) what an admirable Diſ- 
courſe was preached by Mr. Bradbury upon 
theſe very Words, at the publick 8 


— . 


— 


— 
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of the late Reverend Mr. Bragge, of honoura- 
ble and precious Memory : A Sermon, which 
(I defire to own with Thankfulneſs,) I firſt 
heard, and afterwards read over and over, I 
hope with ſome real Profit; I am fure, with 
much Delight and Pleaſure. Under theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, that Paſſage of Solomon frequently 
recurred to my Thoughts, not without ſome 
Diſcouragement, What can the Man db, that 
cometh after the King (a)? Yet it is hardly to 
de imagined, that all who hear me this Day 
have ſeen that evangelical and judicious Per- 
formance, I could wiſh indeed, it was in 
every one's Hand:  Tho' if it were, ſtill we 
know, that of old, ine Linnen and Goats Hair 
were equally accepted among the Offerings of 
the LORD (%. 5 | 
From the concluding Paragraph of that Ser- 
mon, I ſhall borrow a few Expreſſions, to be 
the Introduction of this. For as I cannot but 
agree with the Sentiments therein contained, 0 
_ fo the very Quotation may ſerve as an Apology 
(if any Apology at all can be neceſſary,) for 
paying a Regard to the Injunction which your 
Paſtor left me. This was, That I ſhould 
here ſay nothing in his Praiſe.” For he like- 
wiſe was of Opinion with Mr. Bradbury, that 
to give high Encomiums of departed Friends is 
too much become a popular Vanity; and 
very often Funeral Enlargements are full of 
oy Stem. and Hypocriſy, and are no leſs than 
offering Incenſe to the Dead, and no better 
| « than 


_— Eceleſ. ii, 12. (6) Exod. xxv. 4. 


— — — 
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“e than laying a Snare for the Living.“ It is 
true, Gop knows when they are fo, and when 
they are not. 
However, Vou that have enjoyed the Benefit 
of Mr. Hill's excellent Talents, of his inſtruc- 
tive Labours, exemplary Walk, and edifying 
Services, both in Publick and Private, for above 
Ten Years paſt, cannot be ſuppoſed to want his 
. Charafter. His Profiting in Divine Things has 
remarkably 1 unto You ; and You have 
fully known his Doctrine, his Manner of Life, 
his Purpoſe, Faith, Long-ſuffering, Charity, Pa- 
tience; and that, under the frequent Returns of 
very painful and ſinking bodily Afflictions (c). 
But out of them all Gop has delivered him: 
And we doubt not, but that he now has a per- 
tet Underſtanding, and rich Experience, of 
what it fully means, to win Chrift, and be 
found in Him, 
But leſt I ſhould violate bis own Injunfon, 
* I muſt wave all ſuch Topicks as theſe, and di- 
rely apply myſelf to the Conſideration of the 
Words I have read. | 
And here, as one obſerves, © We have the 
„ ſweet Strains of a Goſpel Spirit, which ever 
« aims to advance Chriſt above all, to give 
« Him the Throne, and make all his Compe- 
e titors his Foot-ſtool. That we may enter 
into the Meaning and Spirit of theſe Words, we. 
are to conſider, that at the Beginning of this 
Chapter the Apoſtle ſtrictly cautions againſt thoſe 
corrupt Teachers, that diſhonour Chriſt by at- 
tempting 
(e) 2 Tim. ii, 10, 11. 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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tempting to make a Medley of Law and Goſpel; 
who, while they profeſs to receive Chriſt Feſus 
the Lord, do covertly ſeek for Righteonſneſi, not 
by Fat th, but as it were by the Works of the 
Law (d). Now in Oppoſition to their erroneous 
Doctrine and pernicious Practice, the Apoſtl- 
declares; under the Authotity of an afalible In- 
ſpiration, that whatever be the external Reli 
gious Privileges which a Man can enjoy, what- 
ever be his inherent Righteouſneſs, or high Ar- 
tainments in practical Godlineſs ; yet in Paint 


of Dependance, they muſt all be renounced and 


ſet aſide, under a deep and full Conviction; 
that they cannot be any Part of the Ground, 
Matter, or Cauſe, of his Juſtification before 
G OD. | 

He farther teaches plainly, that te Righteoij- 
neſs of Chriſt, and that only, muſt be depended 
upon by Faith, as the ſole Foundation of a Sin- 
ner's Acceptance with the Moſt High. And 
for the Direction and Encouragement of others 


in this very important Affair, he propoſes and 


preſſes his own Example; declaring, (as well he 
might, ) that upon all Accounts, even in his n- 
converted Eſtate, he had as many external Pri- 
vileges and Prerogatives, with as much h, Righ- 
teouſneſs to boaſt of, as any one is unbe- 
lieving Countrymen could be ſuppoſſfl to have; 
(Per. 4, 5, 6.) tho of all Nations under the 
Heavens the Jews were favoured with the moſt 
happy Advantages. But as to thoſe very Things, 


' Which, before he knew Chriſt, he accounted his 


Gain, 
(4) Rom. ix. 32, 


CI te 2 CUI — _ 
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Gain, his Treaſure, his Ornament, and his 
Glory, (Ver. 7.) be now renounced them all ; 
being firmly perſuaded, that how beautiful ſo- 
ever they might make him appear in the Eyes 
of Men, yet they could by no means recom- 
mend him in the Sight of the great Gop., And 
as this had been his Fudgment, ſo a correſpon- 
dent Practice had been his Care, ever ſince he 
was brought into an experimental Acquaintance 
with the tranſcendent Excellency of the perfect 
Righteouſneſs of the Redeemer. 

Nor did he think, that a. /ingle Declaration 
of his Example was ſufficient; but he repeats 
it with a moſt ſolemn Afﬀeveration, ſaying, 
(Per. 8.) Yea doubtleſs, and I count all 7 hings 
but Loſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; Er. Where his . 
ſions are ſo heightened, as to ſhew us, that he 
renounced, not only his legal Righteouſneſs, and 
the Round of Religious Duties which he per- 
formed, while he ſerved in the Oldneſs of the 
Letter ; but likewiſe all the evangelical Obe- 
dience, and Goſpel Holineſs which he wrought, 
after he was enabled to ſerve in Newneſs of Spi- 
rit (e). He renounced all that Righteouſneſs, 
which did conſiſt in the thorough Renovation of 
his Soul, or wbich flowed from the truly gra- 
cious, divine, and ſupernatural Principles of 
Faith, Repentance, and Love, And tho' theſe 
Principles did produce in his Life and Conver- 


ſation a Courſe of the ſtricteſt Self- Denial, of 


the moſt laborious Diligence, of the moſt pain- 
ful, 


(+) Rom, vii, 6. 
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ful but yet chearful Suffering, with an the | 
= ted and fervent Zeal in promoting the Cauſe 

| of Chriſt and his Goſpel Kingdom, ftill he re- 
nounced all Dependance upon theſe Things, as the 
Ground of his Hopes of Pardon. 

And tho' by his ſhining Attainments, and 
illuſtrious Example, in ſuch important Services 
and uſeful Bleſſings as theſe, he was eminently 
entiched above other Obriftians, yea above the 
reſt of the Apoſtles themſelves, yet he did not 
dare to lay any the leaft Streſs el them, as if 
they could juſtify bim from any Tran preflion 
which he had committed. Nay, in fettling 
the Account betwixt Gon and Conſcience, he 
| knew that theſe Things would but bring him 
| in 4 Debtor to the Grace of GOD, inftead of 
| 
| 


” — 2 I — oo TIES —‚— — 


diſcharging him from- the Guilt of any. one 
Sin. And if, through the Treachery, Unbe- 
lief, or Pride of his Heart, he was at any Time 
ſecretly inclined to place any Dependance upon 
| them, he found, that therein he contracted fred 
Guilt; and thus, inſtead of being a Gainer, he 
| became a moſt unhappy and miferable Loſer 
| | thereby. Every Thing, therefore, that might 
be called his own Righteouſneſs, he rejected with 
Deteſtation; counting That, and indeed all Ex- 
| E cellencies of the Creature, but Dung, in Com- 
\ | pariſon of the Security, Safety, and Happineſs, 
which he was ſure he ſhould have by winning 
ll N and being found in Him. 
1 This, I humbly conceive, is a faithful and 
1 Joſt, Repreſentation of the Apoſtle's Doctrine and 


Practice upon this Head ; entirely agreeable — 
his 
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his own Expreſſions in this Context, and par- 
ticularly in the uo Verſes wherein the Text is 
found. They run thus: Yea, doubtleſs, and I 
count all Things but Loſs, for the Excellency of 
the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; for 
whom I have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, 
and do count them but Dung, that I may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine 
own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but 
that which is thro' the Faith of Chriſt, the Righ= 
teouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith. | 

This then was the Matter of the Apoſtle's 
chief Concern : This, the happy and enriching 
Privilege, which he moſt defired ; viz. That 
he might win Chriſt, and be found in Him. 
«© Here are two Words, but they bear very 
e much the ſame Senſe.” This Deſire, being 
the Sum of the Chriſtian's Hope, is common to 
all che Saints. The Apoſtle himſelf could wiſh 
no more; and the weake/t Believer deſires as 
much. Accordingly our Obſervation from the 
Words ſhall be, 


That thro' the whole Courſe of a Believer's 
Life, his great Concern is, that he may 
win Chriſt, and be ever found in Him. 


This Defire is wrought in the Heart of a 
Believer, at the Inſtant of his Regeneration; 
and it abides with him, thro' all the Viciſſitudes 
of his Outward Condition, and all the Changes 
of his Inward Frames, to the very utmoſt Pe- 
riod of his Life, That which is the Firſt, is 
77 | B alſo 
! 


10 A Funeral Sermon on 
alſo the Laſt Breathing of Faith: And what it 
conſtantly aſpires after is this, to wn Chrift, 
and be found in Him. 

In the Progreſs of this Diſcourſe, I ſhall at- 


tempt, 


I. To give ſome Account of the Spring of 
this Dejire. 


II. To ſhew, what is included in the Defire 
to win Chriſt, 


III. What is included in the Deſire to be 
found in Him. And then, 


IV. Dire& to ſome ſuitable Improvement of 
the Hints contained in the Language of the 


Text. 


I. To give ſome Account of the Spring of 
this Defre. 


Here I ſhall very much confine myſelf to 
the Conſideration of the Apoſtle's Caſe, For the 
Convictions and Experience, which lay at the 
Bottom of his Defire, muſt, as to the Subſtance 
of them, be the Spring of the like Deſire in 
every other Believer. Nor is it to be ſuppoſed, 
that the Language in the Text ſhould in Truth 
ever become the Language of any Man's Heart, 
till thro' Grace he has been brought in ſome 


Meaſure into @ real Experience of the Things, 
that 
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that are now to be obſerved concerning the 


Apoſtle : Which are theſe Three. 


1. The Weight of his Concern about a Deli- 
verance from the Guilt of Sin. 


| 2. The Clearneſs of his Cnviction, that he 


could never be juſtified by any Obedience 
or Rightecuſneſs of bis own. 


3. The Fulneſs of his Aſſurance, that thre 
Faith in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt he 
ſhould be fully juſtified from all his Tranſ- 


greſſions. 


One Thing remarkable in tbe Spring of the 
Apoſile's Deſire was, 


1, The Weight of his Concern about a Deli- 
verance from the Guilt of Sin. 


No ſooner had Chriſt ſaid to him, Saul, Saul, 
why perſecuteſt thou me (? but preſently he 
was ſelf-convieted, The Provocations of bs Life, 
in his Perſecution and Blaſphemy, ſtared him in 
the Face. Nor could the Wickedneſs of his 
Heart lie any longer concealed from his View, 
He quickly perceived, that even an unclean or 
a covetcus Thought makes a Man chaxgeable with 
Sin, and proves him to be a Tranſgreſſor. He 
had likewiſe a Diſcerning of the Guiltineſs and 
Corruption of his Nature; and ſoon underſtood, 


B 2 what 


(Y Ads ix. 4, 
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what he afterwards taught with the greateſt 
Plainneſs, that hre the Diſobedrence of the firſt 
Adam he with all the reit of Mankind ere 
made Sinners (g). He knew the Wages of Sin 
to be Death (h), that is, fuch a Puniſhment as 
ſtands in a direct Oppoſition to Eternal Life ; 
and this, he could not but be aſſured, was 
Death Eternal. 

No Wonder therefore, that (referring to the 
Time of his firſt Convidtion,) he ſhould fay, 
When the Commandment came, Sin revived; nor 
that, by reaſon of the heavy Load of Guilt 
which lay upon his Conſcience, he ſhould add, 
I died (1) : Whereby it is ieniticd, that for a 
Seaſon he ſunk under the overwhelming Ex- 
pectation of the Vengeance of Heaven, which 
he knew he had moſt highly deſerved ; for he 
ſtood ſelf-condenned hs Gop. And when, 
in the Diſtreſs of his Soul, he cried out, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do 2)? his Addreſs, 


we may juſtly ſuppoſe, carricd in it the like 


anxious Application, as was afterwards made 
to himſelf and Silas by the Faylor, ſaying, Sirs, 
awhat muſt J do to be ſaved (I)? And ſince Saul 
put the Queſtion «with Trembling and Amaze- 
ment, this ſhews, that he was under the moſt 
weighty Concern, how he ſhould be acquitted 
at the Bar of an infinitely righteous and holy 
Gop; or how he ſhould be ju/t;fied and accept- 
ed by the Supreme Lawgiver and Sovereign Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven and Earth, before whom none 
| OM can 


F 


) Rom. v. 19. (+) Rom. vi. 23. (i) Rom. vii. g. 
. ix. 6. 77 Acts xvi. 30. * () . 
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can ſtand, when once he is angry (m). The Re- 


collection of this is neceſſary, to lead us into the 
Spring of the Apoſtle's Deſire. To the ſame 
Purpoſe we ſhould likewiſe remember, 


2. The Clearneſs of his Conviction, that he 
could never be juſtified by ' any Obedience 
or Righteouſneſs of his own. 


The Apoſtle had tried all the Benefit, that 
could ariſe from his native and external Privi- 
leges as a Few, and from a Life, ſpent (as he 
thought) in the ſtricteſt Morality and Piety, 
and in the greateſt Zeal for an exact Conformi- 
ty to the Ceremonial Worſhip which originally 
was of Divine Inſtitution. Theſe were Things, 
which once he highly valued, and laid a mighty 
Streſs upon them. He then thought himſelf to 
be in a very fafe State and happy Condition, 
merely upon Account of his Religious Privi- 
leges and external Performances. 

But upon the Loxv's calling him, his Sen- 
timents about Spiritual Things were quickly a/- 
tered, Now he perceived, that according to 
the Sentence of the Law, one Sin, even the 
moſt ſecret Sin, 7s enough to exclude a Man 
for ever from the Heavenly Glory, and to con- 
demn him to the Pit of endleſs Deſtruction : 
For he knew, that every one is curſed, who con- 
tinueth not in all Things that are written in the 
Book of the Law, to do them (u). He ſoon 
learned alſo, that he Law is ſo far from giving 


Life 


(m) Pſa), Ixxvi. 7. () Gal. iii. 10. 
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Life, that thereby the Knowledge of Sin is in- 
creaſed (o). The more his Thoughts dwelt upon 
the Law, the greater and more numerous did 
his Sins appear, For the farther he was led 
into an Underſtanding of the Spirituality and 
Per fedlion of the Lau, the more clear and ex- 
tenfive was the View he had of the Number of 
bis Tranſgreſſions: And many Practices, which 
he formerly thought to be juſt and lawful, he 
now diſcovered to be really vile and finful— 
Yea at length he found, that while he conti- 
nued under the Prevalency of a legal Spirit, 
the more he ſtrove to keep the Law, the more 
he broke it : Which came to paſs thro the Cor- 
ruption and Weakneſs of the Fleſh, and thro' 
the malignant Influence of a guilty condemn- 
ing Conſcience. For as Sin took Occaſion by 
the Commandment to work in him all Manner of 
Concupiſcence (p); ſo the Paſſions and Motions 
of Sin, which were accidentally occaſioned by 
the Law, but did immediately ariſe from a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Guilt, expoſed him till to ſorer 
Puniſhment, and wrought i in his Members to bring 
forth Fruit unto Death (q). And this will 
ever be the Caſe, while Perſons remain wedded 
to the Law as a Covenant of Works. For when 
they fail in the Execution of their ſolemn Pur- 
poſes and Promiſes of Obedience, this very 
Diſappointment excites the Enmity and Rage 
of our Apoſtate Nature, both againſt the Law, 
and againit Gop himſelf, the infinitely perfect 
and glorious Legiſlator, 

Thus 


(4) Rom. iii. 20, (p) Rom. vii. 8, (4) Rom. vii. 5. 
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Thus the Apoſtle found, that the Law which 
was originally ordained unto Life, had through 
his Diſobedience an unavoidable Tendency 70 
be unto Death (r). Hereby he was convinced, 
that Righteouſneſs cannot come by the Law (s); 
or that by the Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh 
be juſtified (t). 

Now who can conceiye, but They that have 
felt ſomething like it, what Perplexity and 
Confuſion muſt ariſe in the Apoſtle's Mind, from 
ſuch ſurprizing and humbling Convictions as 
theſe? For by the Thunderings and Lightnings 
which came from Mount Sinai, all his boaſted 
Schemes of Religion were thrown down and ut- 
terly demoliſhed, And who can tell, what 
Diſtreſs of Conſcience and Horror of Soul muſt 
ſeize ' him, when the very Foundation of his 
former Hopes of Heaven was not barely ſhaken, 
but entirely removed; and 0 Ground was left 
him in the whole Compaſs of his Religious At- 
tainments, upon which to build the leaſt Ex- 
pectatio of obtaining Eternal Life, or of eſcap- 
ing the Wrath that is to come? What can we 
think, but that the Terrors of the LORD muſt 
then fill his Soul with Amagement, with ſuch 
an Amazement as flew him? He was ſtruck 
Dead (as it were) at once: All Spirit and Life 
was gone: For we are told, that he did neither 


eat nor drink for three Days (u). Theſe Things 


are to be remembered, when we enquire into 


the 


(7) Rom. vii. 10. (5) Gal. ii. 16, 21, (f) Rom, iii. 
20. (u) Acts ix. 9, 
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| the Spring of the Apoſile's fo earneſtly Aix 
to win Chriſt, and be found in Him. 
Let us farther obſerve, 


3. The Fulneſs of his Aſſurance, that thro' 
Faith in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt he ſhould 
be ſuſtiſied from all his Tranſgreſſions. 


When it phaſed GOD in due Time 7o re- 
1 veal his Son in him (ww), he had the ſpeedy Re- 
lief of knowing, that Chriſt came into the World 
to ſave the very chief of Sinners (x). By this 
Diſcovery he ſaw, that there was in Chriſt, . 
and thro' His Atonement, a Way of Acceſs to 
the moſt high Gop with Peace and Accep- 
tance, for all believing returning Sinners, and 
for himſelf in particular, notwithſtanding the 
Greatneſs of his Guilt, and the heinous Nature 
of his Offences. 

Hence he had ſuch a raiſed Admiration of 
the Excellency of Chriſt, as He is God's Way 
of Salvation, that with a real Deteſtation of 
Soul he renounced his former carnal Confidence 
and Self-Dependance : For he was convinced, 
that if he attempted to walk in the Sparks of 
his own kindling, all that he could expect at 
the Hand of Gop, muſt be at laſt 70 lie down 
in Sorrow (y). What Ti hings therefore were 
Gain to him, thoſe he counted Loſs for Chriſt (2): 
That is, the Things which he formerly reckoned 


to be gdinful and advantagious with regard to 
his 


| (w) Gal. i. 16, (x) 1 Tim, i, 15. 0) Lai. I. 1. 
(2) Phil, iii. 7. 
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his Spiritual and Eternal Intereſts, he now 
counted prejudicial and detrimental, And it was 
upon the cloſeſt Experiment, that he had found 
Reaſon thus to judge : For they had lulled him 
aſleep in a falſe Security, had ſwelled him with 
Pride and vain Confidence, had ſtrengthened his 
Prejudices againſt the glorious Redeemer of loſt 
Sinners, and hurried him on to perſecute the 
Diſciples of Chriſt with the moſt bitter Rage 
and Madneſs. It was then in the very Nature 
of his preſumptuous Hopes and miſtaken Zeal, to 
put Salvation far from bim, inſtead of bringing 
it near to his Soul: Since, thro! their pernicious 
Influence, they had ever diſpoſed him to reject᷑ 
the Counſel of GOD againſt himnſelf (a). 

But when he experimentally knew, that the 
Blood of Fejus Chriſt the Son of Gov cleanſeth 
from all Sin (b), even from thoſe vile Abomi- 
nations for which no Typical Sacrifices were ap- 

inted of old, How did he then exali our Saviour! 
How did he extoll the Knowledge of Chriſt, as a 
Privilege and Bleſſing, that was infinitely pre- 
ferable to every Thing elſe that could be poſ- 
ſeſſed without it! No Expreſſions could ſuffi- 
ciently ſet forth his delightful Admiration, and 
high Eſteem of Chriſt. And yet the elevated 
Affection and ſublime Sentiments of his en- 
lightened Mind, fell unmeaſurably ſhort of the 
real Glories of the Saviour ; whom he knew to 
be the chiefeſt among Ten Thouſand (c), One al- 
together lovely, and with whom there is none to 


be compared. 
C The 


(&) Luke vii. 30. (8) 1 Johm i. 7. (e) Cant, v. 10. 
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The Apoſtle being deeply impreſſed by ſuch 
ſpiritual Convictions and believing Apprehen- 
tions as theſe, through the ſanctifying Opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt, his very Heart was in- 
flamed with hs moſt vebement Deſire, that he 
might vi Chriſt, and be found in Him. — The 
LoD grant, that by ſuch ſweet and weighty 
Conſiderations our Souls may be more quickened 
to the like inward Experience 

Having given this Account of he Spring of 
the Apoſtles Wiſh, Jam in the next Place, 


II. To ſhew, what is n in the Deſire 
to 20 Chriſt, 


Here I ſhall make uſe of one of Mr. Brad- 
bury's ſolid and ingenious Turns, in ſaying, © I 
* hope there is no Danger of miſtaking the 
& Phraſe, or putting a Senſe upon the Word, 
„ that will make it leſs 20 the Praiſe of the 
«© Glory of free Grace, Scripture has abun- 
* dantly ſecured the Meaning of its own Lan- 
e guage.” And whenever we read or hear of 
winning this Prize, or how much ſoever we 
may be preſſed to ftrive for it, ſtil] it is ever to 
be underſtood, that if we gain it, he Reward 
muſt be of Grace, and not of Debt (d). For 
it holds true of every Sinner, that till Chr: 
by the Riches of his Mercy and Love wins his 
Heart, he can never ſincerely deſire to vin 


Chriſt. 
Now 


(Ad) Rom. iv, & 
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Now in common Speech, 70 win a Thing, 
ſignifies in general, 70 gain or obtain it to be 
Or own ; that we may have it for our own Uſe 
and Service, according to its Capacity and Fit- 
neſs to anſwer any ſpecial Purpoſe for which it 
may be wanted. And Yo win a Perſon, is 10 
find Favour in bis Sight, to have him to be on 
our Side, as our faſt Friend, to ſerve our Inte- 
reſt and promote our Welfare. 

And this is what the Believer means, when 
he deſires to 207 Chriſt : He would obtain Him, 
have Him, and enjoy Him, as his owon, to an- 
ſwer the great Purpoſe of his Soul's Salvation, 


to Gop's Glory and his own Eternal Felicity. 


He deſires this, as knowing, that he that hath 
the Son, hath Life; and he that hath not the Son 
of GOD, hath not Life (e). And if he be fo 
happy as to chain Him, (till he knows, that 
the Favour of this infinitely glorious Redeemer 
can never be deſerved © by any Thing that 
„Man can do or ſuffer, receive or improve: 
And it belongs indeed to the very Nature of 
Faith, to aſcribe all to Chrit, in ſuch a Man- 
ner as to exclude all Boaſting (JJ. 

We may then take a View of this Deſire to 
win Chriſt, as including the following Parti- 
culars; which tho” they are all inſeparably con- 
nected, yet each may deſerve a diſtin Con- 


ſideration. 


1. The Believer would have Ci, in all 


his Mediatorial Characters. 
C 2 The 


(e) 1 John v. 12. C) Rom. iii. 27. 


7 
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The Characters which the Word aſcribes ta 
the Mediator, are many and glorious ; ſuited 'ta 
the various Exigencies of the Sinner's Caſe, 
and the vaſt Difficulty that attends the mighty 
Work of his Salvation. Chriſt is a Redeemer 
compleat in all Reſpecis, without any Redundancy 
or Defect. There is not any one Character that 
He ſuſtains, but what the Belieyer ſees to be 
neceſſary : Nor any one Character that a renewed 
Soul can wiſh to find in a Saviour, but what 
Chriſt bears it. And the Saints defire to have 
Him in every one, juſt as the Scriptures have 
revealed Him, 

They would have Him, to be their Peace- 
Maker (g); being aſſured, that it is He alone 
who can reconcile Sinners to Gop, by the in- 
finite Merit of his Obedience and Atonement. 

They would have Him, to be their conſtant 
Tnterceſſor, and righteous Advocate with the Fa- 
ther (S); to plead their Cauſe, to make their 
Defence, and ſecure them in Judgment, 

They would have Him, as the Meſſenger of 
the Covenant (1) ; to be their Inſtructor and In- 
terpreter, to ſhew them bis own Uprightneſs, or 
perfect Righteouſneſs (, as That, for the Sake 
of which Gop 7s well pleaſed with Them. 

It was indeed with a crafty enſnaring Deſign, 
that the Spies ſent from the Chief Priefts paſſed 
upon Chr:ff that feigned hypocritical Compliment, 
mentioned in the Goſpel (1) : But what they aſcri- 
bed to him, was no more than his true Cha- 


radter 


(g) Eph. ii, 14. (+) 1 John ii. 1. (3 Mal. iii. 1, 
(4) Job. xxxiii. 23, (1) Luke xx. 21, 
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rafter ; for he was really a Teacher come 
GOD, who taught Gop's Method of 

His People, and lhe May of their Walk wil 
Him, in the moſt perfect Manner, with an in- 
fallible 77utb and abſolute Certainty. The 
Saints therefore wiſh to have Him for their Pro- 
phet ; to teach them effectually, and to make 
them w/e to Salvation. 

They would have Him alſo, to be their Judge, 
their Laugi ver, and their King (mn); to deliver 
them out of the Hands of their Enemies, and to 
fave them from all their Vanity, - Pride, and Un- 
belief; that they may walt humbly with their 
GOD, and ſerve Him without Fear, in Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs before Him, all the Days of 
{betr Life (u). 


2. The Believer defires to win Chriſt, aided to 
have Him, in all his Covenant-Relations. 


| He would have the like happy Expe- 
rience, as the Church has ever had, that theſe 
Relations are not empty Titles, but attended 
with the greateſt Significancy and moſt power- 
ful Influence. He wonld gladly find, that 
they are filled up by Chriſt to his own Soul, 
with all the Watchfulneſs and Care, with all 
the Counſel and Guidance, with all the Sym- 
pathy and Relief, with all the tender Affection 
and diſtinguiſhing Love, and with all thoſe 
Divine Refreſhments and Conſolations, which 
by Chriſt's bearing theſe Relations his own pecu- 

liar 

(m) Iſai, xxxiii, 22, % Luke i, 74, 75. 
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liar People have Warrant to expect they ſhall 
find in Him, and Encouragement ts hope they, 
{hall receive from Him. 


3. The Believer would win Chriſt, — have 
Him, with all bis Benefits. | 


Theſe Benefits are the Bleſſings which are com- 
ehended under thoſe very ſignificant and ex- 
tenſive Terms, Grace and Glory (o); or all that 
is included in Eternal Redemprion, and Ever- 
laſting Salvation. It is not indeed the Tem- 
per of a true Believer, to prefer the Bliſſings 


before the Saviour: This would be to prefer 


the Streams before the Fountain. Nor would 
he deſire the Enjoyment of theſe Bleſſings, in a 
Way of Separation from the Enjoyment of 
Chriſt Himſelf, if this could be effected. For 
he admires i, chiefly for what He is, for 
the Amiableneſs, Perfection, and Glory of his 
Perſon ; and not chiefly becauſe of be Benefits 
which he confers. Such Love would be de- 
ſpiſed among Fellow-Creatures. Yet the Diſci- 
ples cannot but defire the kind Donations, and, 
enriching Vouchſafements, of heir Maſter's 
Grace. | 

The Believer therefore defires, that through 
Chrift, and by His Means, he may receive 7he 
Remiſſion of Sins, and the Gift of the $ Spirit, 


with the delightful Train of all his Graces, 


He would have a New Nature, and have it 
perfefted 


% Pal, Ixxxiv. 11. 


— — — — — — —— 
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Per fected with that Fruit of the Spirit, which is 
in all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Truth (p). 

+ He would have the heavenly and gracious 
Adoption, whereunto Gop hath predejtinated all 
his Children by Jeſus Chriſt unto Himſelf (q). 
He would have the Peace of GOD which paſ- 
ſeth all Underſtanding (r), with thoſe Atteſta- 
tions of the Divine Spirit, which ſhall raiſe his 
Soul into an Aſſurance of the Love of Gop, 
and fill him with Joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory (6). He would be led farther and farther 
znto the glorious Liberty of the Sons of GOD(t); he 
would be favoured with an abundant Increaſe and 
a continual Growth in Grace, with an happy 
Eſtabliſhment and final Perſeverance therein ; 
till, after a compleat Victory over all his Ene- 
mies, he ſhall be made perfectly meet to be a Par- 
taker of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light (u), 
and there be crowned with that inconceivable 
Bleſſing, even Life for evermore (u). 


4. Another Thing included in this Wiſh, is 
the Enjoyment of Chriſt's ſpecial Preſence. 


With Regard to His Divine Immenſity, it is 
certain, that Chriſt is never at a Diſtance from 
any of his People, nor indeed from any of his 
Creatures. But this in itſelf is no Privilege, 
unleſs his Preſence be attended with ſome Exer- 
ciſe of his Goodneſs, For they that make their 
Bed in Hell, know to their Torment, that in 

the 


(p) Eph. v. 9. (4) Eph. i. 5. (r) Phil. iv. 7. (s) 1Pet.i. 8, 
(t) Rom, viii. 21. (a) Col, i. 4 (w) Plal, cxxxiil, 33. 
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the Exerciſe of his Power and Jaſtiee: He 175 
there (x): As indeed, with Regard to his Di- 
vine Omni-preſence, He is, and cannot, but be 
awhere. 
But beſides his Woman there is 4 | ſpecial 
and gracious Preſence granted to his peculiar 
People, to ſaving Ends and Purpoſes. This 
gracious Preſence of Chriſt was what the Apoſtle 
wiſhed for : An Intimacy of Acquaintance with 


Him, and, a near Enjoyment of his Preſence, 


being implied in his Defire of knowing him, 
expreſſed immediately after the Text. 

Upon this gracious Preſence of Chriſt every 
Believer ſets the higheſt Value: And fo indeed 
he ought. For in a Spiritual Senſe, it is hrs 
Life, his Light, bis Health, his Strength, his 
Peace, his Comfort, and his All. Without it, 
he can have 0 Sari faction, or Reſt, in any 
Thing that he enjoys. He allows it to be an 
unſpeakable Privilege, to be intereſted in Chri/?'s 


Mediatorial Characters, to be taken into a Ce- 


nant-Relation, and und with Covenant- 
Bleſſmgs : But after all he finds, that there is 

no Contentment without a daily refreſhing . 
pen of the ſpecial and quickening Preſence of 

s Saviour. 

This is a Bleſſing, that he needs in every 
Duty, and in every Ordinance, that he may be 
effectually taught to profit by all. He — it, 
under every Diſpenſation, and Event of Provi- 
dence. And are not Vou ſenſible, my grieving 
Friends, that Jou need it, to fangify the ee 

905 u 


( Pfal, cxxxix. 8. 
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@wful Rebuke, and to ſupport You under the 
heavy Loſs which You now ſuſtain ? Certainly in 
this, and all other Caſes, the Preſence of Chriſt is 
needful, It is fo in Adverßty, to prevent Faint- 
ing, by aſſuring us that we are delivered from 
the Curſe of the Affliction; and in Proſperity, 
to preſerve from the Snares of a comfortable 
Situation, It is neceſſary, to ſtrengthen againſt 
the Motions of indwelling Sin, againſt the 
evil Suggeſtions of the wicked One, and the con- 
ſtant Oppoſition we meet with, whether from 
our avowed open Adverſaries, or from our ſe- 
cret and more dangerous Enemies within, Yea, 
it is nereſſary, to keep us humble, under any re- 
markable Attainments, either in the Gifts, or 
Graces of the Spirit; and after any happy En 
largement, in the Service of Gop, or in any de- 
lightful Attendance upon bis Appointments. 

It is not therefore the Company of the beſt 
Chriſtiuns, of the beſt Miniſters, or Saints upon 
Earth; no, nor the Company of the Holy Angels 
themſelyes, could this be enjoyed ; that could 
ſatisfy the Believer, without the Preſence of his 
well. beloved Lord. For he is clearly apprized, 
that he fands in need of This, to be his Pro- 
tection and Comfort in this World, as well 
as the Sum of his Bleſſedneſs and the Height 

of his Glory in the World and State above. 

Having thus conſidered what is included 
in the Deſire to uin Chriſt, I now paſs on, 


III. To ſhew what is included in the Deſire 
to be found in Him, : 
D The 
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The Matter of his Deſire may be opened 
under ſeveral Heads. And as the Privileges 1 
ſhall mention, were from Eternity fixed upon 
in the immutable Purpoſe of Gop; ſo they are 
inſcparably connected in the Deſire, as they cer- 
tainly ſhall be zu the Experience, of all that are 
Saints indeed ; who cannot but wh, 


1. To be found in his Covenant. 


We read in Scripture of Two Covenants, and 
no more, that divide the whole World. Theſe 
are the Covenants, which Gop made reſpectively 
with the Two publick Repreſentatives, the Firſt 
and the Second Adam. Theſe Covenants are 


diſtinguiſhed ; one by the Name of be F:r/t or 


the Old Covenant, which is the Covenant of Works; 
the other by the comfortable Name of the New 
and Everlaſiing Covenant : And this is the Co- 
venant of Grace. According to the Conſti- 
tution and Settlement of the Old Covenant, the 
Firſt Man Adam, the common Parent of Man- 
kind, was appointed by Gop to be /e Federal 
Head of all his Poſterity and natural Deſcen- 
dants. And in the Conſtitution of he New 
Covenant, CHRIST the Second Adam, the Lord 
from Heaven, was made by the fame Divine 
Authority the Federal Head of all the Choſen ; 
who ſhall be 4 Seed to ſerve Him, that ſhall 
be accounted to the Lord for a Generation (y), 
and will in the End appear, to be really a nu- 


merous Offspring, tho' comparatively but a Few. 
| To 


(y) Pal. xxii. 30, 


— — — —— — — — — — II 
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To one, or the other, of theſe Ttoo Cove- 
nants, every Man upon the Face of the Earth 
belongs: And in one, or the other, of theſe 
Covenants, will very Man be found, at the Hour 
of Death, and in the Day of Judgment. Al] 
Men are born under the Firſt Covenant : But 
the Redeemed of the Lord, being effectually 
called, are no longer under the Law, but under 
Grace (2). They that are ſuffered, according 
to the wicked and mad Choice of their own 
Hearts, to live and die in Sin, will at laſt 
be found in the Old Covenant : And ſuch muſt 
die Eternally, But all the Choſen of the Lord, 
being quickened and renewed by Grace, live 
unto GOD: And theſe, being found intereſted 
in Chriſi's Everlaſting Covenant, ſhall live for 
ever. 

It muſt therefore be a Matter of vaſt Impor- 
tance, to be delivered from the Old Covenant, 
and in Purſuance of Gop's everiaſting Love to 
be effectually drawn by his Loving- Kindneſs (a), 
and actually brought within the Bonds of 7be 
Covenant of Grace. 

Believers are aware of theſe Things; and 
cannot therefore but e to be found in Chri/t, 
and in his Covenant. They are convinced, that 
there is not any other Covenant whatever, that 
can give Life, and Salvation to thoſe that have 
ſinned, but this only. But as to ths Covenant, 
they apprehend it to be tbe Foundation of GOD, 
which /tandeth ſure, having this Seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are His (b). And all that 

D 2 are 


(z) Rom, vi. 14. (a) Jer. xxxi, 3. (6) 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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are found therein, ſhall likewiſe obtain the far- 
ther Defire of their Heart, which is, 


2, To be found in His Righteouſneſs. 


The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, how much ſoever 
it is lighted by the proud Phariſee, by the car- 
nal Profeſſor, the conceited Moraliſt, or the 
Free-Thinkers of this or any Age, yet has al- 
ways been highly renowned and extolled in Scrip- 
ture, both by Gon and Man, It was from 
the great Faithfulneſs as well as Kindneſs of 
Gop, that it was revealed, to be received and 


reſted upon by the Faith of his People; which 


is one Thing included, in its being ſaid to be 
revealed from Faith to Faith (c). 

It is particularly called the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD (a), and (in the Words that follow the 
Text) the Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by 
Faith. And there is a proper Foundation, yea 
the higheſt Reaſon, for theſe ſublime Characters 
and glorious Deſcriptions to be given of it: For 
it is an everlaſting Righteouſneſs ſe), which was 
wrought out and brought in, according to the 
Appointment, and in Anſwer to the Decree and 
Command of Gp; and abides ever the ſame, 
like the Bleſſed Redeemer Himſelf, who is called 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs (F). 

And hereby we are taught farther, that 7515 
Righteouſneſs has for its immediate Efficient and 
Author a Perſon that is truly GOD as well as 


Man, 


(e) Rom. i. 17. (a) Rom. iii. 21, 22, x. 


3. 
(% Dan. ix. 24. (0 Jer. xxiii, 6, * 
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Man, even CR RIS, the Eternal Son of the Eter- 
nal Father ; who of his own ſovereign Pleaſure 
readily complied with the Father's Propoſal, and 
of his own free Submiſſion and voluntary Con- 
deſcenſion became the infinitely glorious and only 
znherent Subject, in whom this Righteouſneſs 
does for ever dwell. | 

Again, It is a Righteouſneſs, which is every 
Way compleat and perfect. It fully anſwered all 
the Demands of the Fuftice and Law of Gop, 
and was ſuited to all the Purpoſes of bis Glory 
in the Recovery of his People. It was there- 
fore infinitely worthy of the Divine Acceptance, 
and could not fail of effecting be immediate 
Deſign for which it was intended: And this was 
the Procuring Pardon and Salvation fax Sinners 
loſt thro' the Apoſtacy of the Fir/# Adam, and 
expoſed to farther Miſery thro' the heinous 
Provocations of their innumerable actual Tranſ- 
greſſions. And for the Sake of this Righteouſ- 
neſs Gop is ſo well pleaſed (g), that He will u- 
Ji fully, and ſave Eternalh, all that are found 
rightly truſting in it. 

Surely then, it is juſtly denominated by this 
high Appellation h, Righteouſneſs of GOD, and 
fitly termed the Righteouſneſs which 15 of GOD 

Faith: Eſpecially, fince moreover it is 4 
Righteouſneſs, which is the Gift of GOD (h); 
a Righteouſneſs, which He has revealed in the 
Goſpel, which He imputes unto and accepts 


for all the Choſen and Redeemed of the Lord, 


and whereby all Iſrael ſhall be juſtified (i), when- 


ever 
t) Tai. xlii, 21. (4) Rom. v. 17. (i) Iſai. xlv. 24, 25. 
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ever the Spirit of Chriſt ſhall enable them by 
Faith to receive and plead it. And the Man 
that is helped to do this in Sincerity, may great- 

rejoice in the Lord, yea his very Soul may be 
joyful in bis GOD ; for He has clothed him with 
the Garments of Salvation, and covered him with 
the Robe of Righteouſneſs (k) : So that at the 
Laſt Day, being found in Chriſt, not having his 
own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but that 
which is thro the Faith of Chriſt (I), the Shame 
of his Nakedneſs ſhall not appear (m); but he ſhall 
be acknowledged by the infinitely pure and 
holy Gop Himſelf, to be all fair (n), without 
Spot, and unrebukeable, at the Appearing of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt (o). 

From ſuch affecting Conſiderations as theſe, 
would the Saints be found in Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs, and not their own, living, and dying, and 
at the Day of Judgment. But what they 
further 2b, is, 


3. To be found in Chrift, as their Head of 
vital Influence. 


0 
1 
li] 
| 
1 

; 

| 
119 


That there is 2 vital Union betwixt Chriſt 
and Believers, is plainly the Doctrine of the 
Scriptures. And it is there repreſented by 4 
Variety of Similitudes, and inſtructive Images; 
that the Defectiveneſs of one, to lead us into 
juſt Apprehenſions about Spiritual Things, may 
be made up by the Help of another. Ws 

a Thus 


(% Ifai. Ixi. 10. (/) Philip. iii. 9. (in) Rey, ili. 18, 
(n) Cant. iv. 7. (o) 1 Tim. vi. 14. 
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Thus we are taught, that in ſeveral Regards 
tbe Union betwixt Cbriſt and Believers very 
much reſembles that between the Vine and its 
Branches (þ). This Illuſtration ſhews us, that 
the Saints have their Growth in Grace from 
Chriſt, as the Branches from the Root: And that 
their Fruitfulneſs in Faith and good Works de- 
pends upon the Succour and Virtue, which they 
derive from Him. The fame Jeſus, who is the 
Lord their Righteouſneſs, muſt alſo be their 
Streng:h (g). From Him they muſt continually 
receive @ freſh Supply; or they immediately 
wither and decay. For they can no more live 
upon the Grace which they have already received, 
than @ Branch could live after an Amputation 
from the Vine, or thrive, if the Communications 
from the Root ſhould be obſtructed. | 

But leſt by that ſingle Emblem we ſhould be 
tempted to overlook the Apoſtacy of our Na- 
ture, and the Vileneſs of our fallen State ; or 
leſt we ſhould forget, that we were originally 
under the Firſt Adam's Covenant, and ſprung 
from à corrupt Root; we are admoniſhed, that 
this Union is effected, thro the wonderful Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoj?,* in the Way of a Spi- 
ritual and Supernatural Ingrafture (r). But then 
we are aſſured, that herein Gop takes a Method 
contrary to that of the Hufbandman ; who chuſes 
a good Cyon to correct and meliorate a bad Stock : 
Whereas, in the Caſe before us, it is quite the 
Reverſe. For here, we that are no better than 


Branches of the Wild-Olive Tree, are cut off 
from 


(0) John xv. 5. (J) Ifai, xlv. 24. (r) Rom. xi. 17.24. 


* 


32 Funeral Sermon on 


from a bad Stock, and ingrafted into a good one, 


that the very Nature of the Branches may be 
altered and changed for the better. This ſets 
forth the Glory of the Grace, by which this 
Union is effected And that this may be the 
conſtant Matter of our Admiration, we ſhould 
ever remember, that we were Gentiles in the 
Fleſh (s). a 

From theſe Hints we may learn the abſolute 
Neceſſity of this Union: Since without a real 
Implantation into Chrift, let a Man's Profeſſion, 
let his Gifts, his Attainments, and Services, be 
what they will; when Death comes, a/! ſhall 
be taken away, and the Man himſelf Hall be 


gathered as a withered Branch, to be caſt into the 


Fire, and burned (t). The Believer therefore, 
being well apprized of this, cannot but wih to 
be found in Chriſt, as his Head of wital Influ- 
ence ; leſt while he lives, he ſhould be an empty 
Vine, bringing forth Fruit unto himſelf (u); and 
leſt when he die, he ſhould be caſt forth as 4 
withered Branch to be conſumed, For without 
this Union, he can neither delight in the gracious 
Preſence of . Chriſt upon Earth, nor be fitted 
for the Enjoyment of his glorious Preſence in 
Heaven, Again, It is the earneſt Wiſb of 

the Believer, PSry 3 


4. To be found in Chrift, as his Refuge, his 
Ark, his ſtrong Habitation, and perpetual 
Drwelling- Place, 8 


| From 
(s) Eph, ii, 11. (t) John xv. 6. (7%) Hoſ. x. 1. 


f- 
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From many Conſiderations he perceives, that 
he muſt thus be found in Chriſt, or be un- 
done for ever. He has ſeen his Caſe, to be 
like that of te Man-flayer, when the Avenger 
of Blood purſued him, who could no where be 
ſafe but in the City of Refuge (w): Or like 
that of Noah and his Family, who muſt have 
8 in the common Deſtruction of the 
orld, had they not been found in the Ark, 
that they might be /aved (x). He ſees him- 
ſelf to be now ſurrounded with Enemies, that 
would certainly devour him, was he not found 
in Chriſt as a flrong Habitation, whereunto he 
may continually reſort for Safety (y)). — He 
knows, that af Death there can be no Eſcape 


from Ruin for any but thoſe, who have fle 


Munition of Rocks to be their Place of De- 
fence (z), who die in the Lord (a), and ſleep in 
Jeſus (6): And when the Soul ſhall be diſ- 
lodged from the Body, they muſt be miſerable, 
who have not Chri/t to be their City of Habi- 
tation: For He that has been the Dwelling-Place 
of his People upon Earth iin all Generations (c), 
muſt be the Place of their Refidence and Reſt 


in the Regions of Glory. 


It is then for the moſt important Reaſons, 


that the Believer ꝛc1ſbes to be found in Chriſt. 


He would be found in His Covenant, knowing 
this to be the Spring and Source of all Salva- 


tion: — And in His Righteouſneſs, as that 


E alone, 
(iv) Numb. xxxv. 10, 11. (x) Gen. vii. 23. | 

0 Pſal. Ixxi. 3. (z) Iſai. xxxiii. 16. (a) Rev. xiv. 13. 
b) 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. (c) Pſal. xc. 1, 


et. ——— —— — 1 
— — — 
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alone, which can be his Title to Eternal Glory. 
——He would be found in Him, as his Head 
of Influence ; for it is only thus he can be in- 
troduced into the actual Participation of the 
Bleſſings of the Covenant. In Him alſo 
would he be found, as the only Covert, that can 
fave him from all Storms of future Vengeance, 
and be his perpetual Security, to the Eternal 
Bleſſedneſs and Reſt of his Soul. 
Thus I come to the 4% General Head pro- 

poſed, under which I ſhall, in a Way of 
APPLICATION, 


IV. Direct to ſome ſuitable Improvement of 
the Hints contained in the 4 of the 


Text. 
Here I ſhall obſerve, that the Greek Word 


xeHow ſignifies in general, to make a Gain of 
any Thing. And fince, in Ver. 14. the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of the Prize of the high Calling of GOD 
in Chriſt Feſus, from thence I think we may 
conclude, that he uſed this Verb in the Text, 

with an Alluſion to the O/ [ympic Games, which 
were well known at Philippi, the chief City in 
that Part of Macedonia : Hereby ſignifying the 
Vehemence of his Deſire to gain Chriſt, as the 
Prize which he moſt earneſtly wwi/hed for above 
any other Crown whatever, Our Tranſlators 
therefore have juſtly rendered the Word, by 
ein; that I may vin Chriſt. The Alluſion 
then gives us ſeveral uſeful Hints, which 1 ſhall 


juſt mention as the proper Grounds of a ſerious 
Addreſs 


* 
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Addreſs to this ſolemn Aſſembly, met upon the 
prefent melancholy Occaſion, And from the 


Language in the Text we may learn, 


1. That Chrift is a Prize, of the moſt ineſti- 


mable Value. 


How can it be otherwiſe, ſince He is I in 
All? In Him there is @ Complication of all 
Good. He that wins Chri/t, with Him wins 
Righteouſneſs : Conſequently, he wins Pardon 
of Sin, Acceptance with Gop, Victory over 
Enemies, compleat Salvation and Eternal Life, 
with an Inheritance, yea a Crown of Glory, that 
is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 


away (d). 


In this complex Senſe, I apprehend, the Apoftle 


eyed Chriſt, as the Prize at which he was 
aiming. And certainly Chri/t is the higheſt Prize, 
for which a Man can wreſtle, fight, or run; and 
the beſt Prize, that any awakened Sinner could 
wiſh to win. 

Let us then eſteem Him, as infinitely preferable 
to all the Enjoyments of Lite, to all the Pleaſures 
of Sin, and Delights of Time. For there is not 
a Gourd upon Earth, but what has @ Worm 
at its Root (e). Here is nothing but Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit (/); as in a little Time, all 
who at preſent are content to have his World 

or their Portion, will be obliged to acknow- 


ledge : Whereas CHRIST cauſes thoſe that love 


E 2 and 


(4) 1 Pet. i. 4. (e) Jonah iv, 7. (/ Eccleſ. ii, 26. 
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and win Him, to inherit Subſtance (g): And _ 
that love Him in Sincerity, ſhall certainly v 
Him. He gives Riches and Honour ; durable 


Riches, and Righteouſneſs(b) ; even Righteouſneſs 
of that infinite Value, as to juſtify at the Bar 


of Gop all that are intereſted in it, And this 
is what the Sinner needs above all Things : Tho' 


uch a Righteouſneſs he can no where have, but 
in Chriſt alone. 


Thus the Apoſtle preached: And, receiving 
bis Inſtructions from the Apoſtle's, and from the 
other inſpired Writings, thus your dear Paſtor 


taught; and thus he believed, This be de- 


clared and teſtified many Ways, and upon all 
Occaſions : But particularly, in @ Lerter he 
ſent to a diſtant Friend in the Country, juſt after 
a very dangerous Fit of Sickneſs, at the latter 
End of the /a/? Year; when he was brought 
within the near Views of Eternity, and ex- 
pected, (as his Pen declared,) that before the 
Time of his Writing he ſhould haye been free 
among the Dead. 
The Letter appears to haye been wrote un- 
der much bodily Weakneſs ; its Date running 
thus, From my Bed,” But that his Faith 
was in a lively Exerciſe, is manifeſt from the 
Paſlages contained in it, which ! ſhall preſently 
give you. For tho I am forbid to ſay any Thing 
in his Praiſe, yet this muſt not debar me from 
telling, how 7he Grace of GOD was magnified 
in bim; nor how our. merciful Lo Rx D ſbewed 
ferts all Long- ml ng in him, for a Pattern 
and 
(5) Prov. vill, 21. (h) — viii. 18. 
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and Encouragement to Others, who would glad- 
ly believe on Chrift to Life everlaſting (i). 

I think myſelf at Liberty therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding the Injunction I mentioned in the Be- 
ginning of this Diſcourſe, to communicate ſome 
Paſſages out of that, or any other of his Let- 
ters, which ſome Friends have kindly ſent me 
for my own Peruſal: Wherein I meet with 
many Things, well adapted to ſerve the moft 
ſpiritual Purpoſes, and to promote an happy 
Improvement in the Chriſtian Life. 

Such, in particular, I take thoſe Declarations 
to be, which in the moſt genuine Manner te- 
ſtify, how his humbled believing Soul treated 
his own Righteouſneſs ; and what an holy Ad- 
miration he had of the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. His Frame and Diſpoſition in both theſe 
Reſpects, he freely diſcovered, in that long, but 
molt friendly and Chriſtian Letter : A Part 
whereof now follows. 

„One Leſſon, ſays he, J have learnt by this 
* Affliction, — — I never knew before fo 
perfectly, J am ſure, not ſo feelingly ; that 
« 1s, the Need and Efficacy, the infinite Merit 
e and Conſcience-pacifying Virtue, of the Blood 
** of Chriſt; when Death and Judgment appear 
* in View, and the Soul has not one good Work 
he can call his own, were he ſure he might 
“ plead it at Gop's Bar. What muſt that Soul 
** do, upon the Edge of an Eternal World, who 
« has not one good Work he can call his own? 
„ whom the Law charges w_ Guilt, whom 

* Conſcience 


(i) Tim. i. 16. 
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Conſcience condemns for it; who ſees Juſ- 
tice armed with Vengeance to execute the 
Law's Curſe, and himſelf about to fall into 
the Hands, and be arraigned before the Bar, 
of the living Gop ; who has 2 Worthineſs 
to recommend him to the Blood of Chrift ; 
nothing but Gut and Terror, Sin and Un- 
cleanneſs, all about him? What an Hell muſt 
there be in ſuch an one's Conſcience, were 
there not a CHRIST ready at Hand to help 
bim; and had not that Soul Liberty, with- 
out any Merit on his Part, to venture upon 
Him? Had I been ſent to Works to recom- 
mend me to Chriſt, to make me welcome 
to the Bleſſed Jeſus, I had been undone. I 
muſt have called the Man who had preached 
this Doctrine, no Meſſenger, no Interpreter, 
one among a Thouſand ; but have judged of 
him, as One ſent 7o torment me before the 
Time. Miniſters know not what they do, 

when they ſend poor Souls to the Law for 
Life. The Law is become weak through the 
Fleſh. No Man can keep the Law; there- 
fore can none be ſaved by it. Gon's antient 
Eternal Law is as much as ever the Rule of 
Righteouſneſs : No New Law is ſubſtituted in 
the Room of it, This Law CHRIST ful- 
filled; and by His Obedience to it muſt the 
Sinner be juſtified. There is Virtue 
enough in His Blood, to cleanſe from all 


* Sin; Merit enough in His Righteouſneſs, to 
if. (ct aſide all Creature-Unworthineſs, — Whoſo- 


*< Ever 
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ever applies to Chriff, as a guilty periſhing 


undone Sinner, and relies on Him, has Eter- 
nal Life. He that trits GOD, honours 
Him: And no, one ever yet gave Him Cre- 
dit, to his own Loſs. This, This is the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel : That there is Par- 
don, Righteouſneſs, Life, and Salvation in 
Chriſt, for all that come to Him; and that 
we come, not encouraged by any preparatory 
Works of our own, any ſuppoſed Worthineſs 
we find within, but purely upon the Footing 
of His own Promiſe, upon the Credit of 
His own faithful Word, as a Gop of Truth, 
a GOD that cannot lie; that we come, for 
Worthineſs, for Acceptance, for Righteouſ- 
neſs, for Life. We have none of theſe, be- 
fore the Venture of Faith is made upon 
CHRIST. Bleſſed be Gop for that ſweet 
Word, GOD which juſtifieth the Ungodly ! 
Thus Juſtification finds us, though it does 
not leave us ſo, A New Nature accom- 
panies a New State: And thoſe whom 
Gop zjuſtifies, He does alſo in Meaſure 


cc ſanctifſy.— 


Thus nearly did bis Sentiments and Expe- 


rience agree with the Apoſtle's: No Wonder 


therefore, that he ſhould ſpeak ſo much in h:s 


Language; nor that he ſhould ſo earneſtly wiſb 


with him fo uin Chriſt, fince he believed Him 


to be a Prize of the moſt ineſtimable Value. 


But again, From this Phraſeology of the Text 


we learn, 


2, That 
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2. That None can juſtly hope to win this 
Prize, but they that /trive for it. 


The Courſe of the Chriſtian Life is frequent- 
ly compared i in Scripture, to the robuſt and vi- 
gorous Exerciſes of MWreſtling and Running! 
In which Engagements, Perſons are obliged to 
exert themſelves to the utmoſt of their Strength 
and Agility, or they cannot expect to win the 


Crown, This ſhews us, that the Goſpel Prize 


is not to be obtained, without much earneſt 
MWreſtling with GOD in Prayer, much Dili- 
gence — Watchfulneſs in the conſcientious Diſ- 
charge of all the holy Duties of Religion towards 
Him, as well as thoſe of Sobriefy and Righ- 
zeouſheſs with Regard to ourſelves and our Fel- 
low-Creatures; nor without much Reſolution 
and Courage, in Warring and Fighting — 
all the Enemies of our Salvation. 

Io receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord and to walk 
in Him (k), humbly to receive and reſt upon His 
Righteouſneſs, and openly to profeſs our Depen- 


dance upon that alone for our Juſtification at 


the Barof Gop, are very difficult Matters, which, 


both as to Temper and Practice, meet with much 
/ition ; as all know, who in good Earneſt 
have made the Attempt. 

Let us then, in the Name and Strength we 
the Lox p, quit gur ſelves like Men (I); reſolutely 
fighting againſt tbe Luſts and finful Pleaſures, 
to which he Fleſh is naturally addicted. Theſe 


are 


(k) Col. ii. 6, (1) 1 Cor, xvi, 13. 
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are termed in Scripture, our Members which 
are upon the Earth (m) : and though they are 
as dear, as a Right Eye, or à Right Hand (n), 
they muſt all be. mortified. Let us ſtrive 
againſt the ſecret Legality and Pride of our 
Hearts, which are naturally wedded to the Old 
Covenant, and ſtrongly ſet againſt the Way of 
Salvation by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone. 
Are there any in his crouded Aſſembly, that are 
now under ſome hopeful Awakenings of Con- 
ſcience? let me ſolemnly beſeech and char 
You to watch, leſt, in ſeeking for Safety, You 
go about to eftabliſh your own Righteouſneſs (o): 
A Practice, which, if Grace prevents not, will 
ky in the End worſe than Labouring in vain : 
or it ſtrengthens a Man's Enmity againſt the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and can only change a 
wanton careleſs Profeſſor into a proud Phariſee 
who not only remains a guilty Sinner, but be- 
comes twofold more an Heir of Wrath and Child 
of Hell (þ). —— Let us alſo watch and ſtrive 
againſt the corrupt Reaſonings, and perverſe Diſ- 
putings of thoſe polite, thoſe ingenious, and 
earned Gentlemen of the World ; who would 
have us think it a Sort of an AbJurdity, for any 
to hope to be juſtified, ut by their own Rigb- 
teouſneſs, but by the Righteouſneſs of Another. 
May it, in Gop's Time, be the Mercy of thoſe 
Gentlemen to ſee, (in the mean while however, 
let us be fully aſſured,) that for a guilty loſt 


Sinner to be pardoned and accepted through the 
| F Mediation 


n)] Col. iii. 5. ( Mat. v. 29, 30. (e Rom. x. 3. 
(p) Mat. xxiii. 15, | 
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Mediation and Righteouſneſs of CHRISH the 
Son of Go p, is the only poſſible Way of Salva- 
tion. It is a glorious Method of Recovery, which 
abounds with the richeſt Grace, and at the fame 
Time carries in it the fulleſt Manifeſtation of 
the Righteouſneſs and Purity of the Divine Na- 
ture. Of all the Works of Gop therefore, 
_ this gives the higheſt Diſplay of His infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Prudence. 

Whatever then ſhall be the Oppoſition we meet 


with from any Quarter, whether from within, 
or from without, let it not in the leaſt diſcou- 
rage us; but only excite us to the greater 
Diligence and Vigour, in ſtriving to win Chriſt, 
For no Man can warrantably hope to gain this 
Prize, without many ſharp and fore Conflicts. 
Let us then frive, and let us do it heartily (g): 
And ſince it is our indiſpenſable Duty, and a 
Matter of the greateſt Importance, May the 
LorD quicken and enable us to do it immed:- 
ately, inſtantly, without any Delay ! — Soul, 
Boaſt not thyſelf of to Morrow, for thou knoweſt 
not what a Day may bring forth(r). By the 
preſent ftarthng Diſpenſation we are afreſh ad- 
moniſhed, that Death is haſtening its Approach 
to us alſo. And when once it receives its Com- 
miſſion, it pares None. If either the Prime 
of Life, or an eminent Uſefulneſs in the beſt 
Cauſe upon Earth, could have been a Protec- 
tion from the Stroke of Death, we are ready 
to think, our highly eſteemed Brother, had not 
been ſnatched away in ſuch a ſpeedy Manner, 
at 


(4) Col, Ul, 23. (r) Prov. xxvii. I, 
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at a Time when his Departure was Attle ex- 
pected; but had ſtill been ſpared among the 
Living, the Living, to praiſe GOD (6); as, 
notwithſtanding this grieving Occaſion of our 
preſent Lamentation, we are 60und to do this Day, 
and all our Life Time. 

And to this I my Self, in particular, am un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Obligations; in that I, a poor 
unworthy Hell-deſerving Creature, have been 
fo remarkably recovered trom the very Brink of 
the Grave; and thro' the Tender Mercies of the 
Lord, (in Anſwer, I am perſuaded, to the many 
importunate Prayers repeatedly put up for me, 
both by my dear Chriſtian Friends, and by my 
affectionate Brethren in the Mini/try,) have been 
in ſome happy Meaſure reftored from that very 
weak and uncomfortable Condition, in which for 
a long Seaſon I was /aid aſide, utterly incapa- 
ble of any Publick Service; and am fil} pre- 
ſerved, while many eminent Servants of the 
Lord, much better fitted for the Work of the 
_ Goſpel, than ever I was, or can expect to be, 
are laid in their Graves, During the Continu- 
ance of my frail Life, let my kind Friends 
farther pray for me; pray, that I may ſee 
Him, whom my Soul loveth; and that, having 
found Him, 1 may hold Him, and not let Him 
go, until I have brought Him into my Mother's 
Houſe, and into the Chamber of her that con- 
ceived me (t); that I may be bleſſed of Gop, 
to be the happy Inſtrument in His Hand, of re- 
diving the Power of vital Religion and real 

E 2 Oodlineſs, 


(Ini. xxxviii, 19. (t) Cant. iii. 4. 
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Godlineſs, in the Hearts and Lives of other 
Chriſtians, having it firſt raiſed to a more flou- 
riſhing Condition, than I ever yet experienced, 
in my 0wn Soul, 

Miniſters, we know, ſtand equally in Need 
of Salvation, with fle People. And Godly evan- 
gelical Miniſters deſire to be ſaved by the ſame 
imputed Righteouſneſs, which they conſcientiouſly 
and fervently recommend to be by Faith re- 
ceived, and relied upon, by their Hearers ; even 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and no other. Nor 
is there any Inſtance of Duty or Self- Denial, 
that we preſs upon Jou in your ſtriving for this 
Prize, but we heartily and earneſtly deſire to 
be enabled through Grace to come up to the 
faithful Diſcharge and ſteady Practice of it 
our Selves. 

This, I cannot but believe, was the gracious 
Diſpoſition and Temper of our departed Bro- 
ther. For the Words of the Text, it ſeems, 
lay with much Weight upon his Mind above a 
Near ago, when he firſt communicated his De- 

e to "have them preached upon after his De- 
ceaſe; which Requeſt he renewed, but a little 
before his Death, in his laſt Ilineſs. For he him- 
ſelf was deeply convinced that there is 70 other 
Prize comparable with this, which the Goſpel 
ſets before us; and that there i is no gaining this 
glorious Prize, without entering into many 
Gombats with our Spiritual Enemies, nor with- 
out 70% Hing (even unto Blood, if we are called 
to it,) in firiving againſt Sin (u). It was 

Ore 


ww 1. 


# Heb. xii. 4. 
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fore Matter of great Concern to him, both liv- 
ing and dying, that Yu alſo might be ever very 
ſenſible of the Importance of theſe Things, and 
duly affeted with them. This, I apprehend, 
was his View, in leaving theſe Werds to be the 
Subject of the preſent Diſcourſe, The Lox p 
grant, that this Defign may be abundantly an- 
ſwered! — The Phraſe in the Text does far- 


ther teach us, 


3. That if we would fr:ve fuctef fully, we 


N Arive lawfully. 


Among the Antients, there were Rites and 
Cuſtoms, Laws and Rules, to be obſerved by 
thoſe that would win the Prize. And the Apoſtle 
lays it down as an undoubted Maxim, that , 4 
Man ftrive for the Maſtery, yet is he not crowned 
except be ſtrive lawfully (w) : Which can never 
be done in Spiritual Things, but by a Confor- 
mity to the Directions and Rules, eſtabliſhed 
by the Divine Authority of Criſt in the Reve- 
lation of His Word. And whether the Chriſtian's 
Life be compared to a Race, or to a Warfare, 
there are ſpecial Iuſtrudtions ſuited to each of 
theſe Repreſentations. 

Is it a Race? then let me intreat You, Dear 
Friends, to ſee to it, every Soul for himſelf, that 
You fart fair ; entering in at the Strait Gate 


of Regeneration (x); in which neither Cir- 


cumcifion, nor Uncircumciſion, nor any other 


Party Diſtinction, auails any Thing, but a New 
Crea- 


(w) 2 Tim, ii, 5. (*) Mat. vii, 13. 


— — 


- © — 
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Creature (y), or Faith which worketh by Love (2). 
Think it not then ſufficient, that You profeſs 
yourſelves, or that You are thought by others, 
to be in the right Way, unleſs You came in by 
the Door (a) which the Goſpel has opened for 
us. And if this Mercy has been obtained, 
then let it be our Care to keep the Courſe, and 
to run in the Way, which the Lox p has ap- 
pointed, Let us not content ourſelves, with 
being in the High Way of Profeſſion and exter- 
nal Worſhip, without conſcientiouſly walking 
in the ſecret Paths of Holy Communion and 
Fellowſhip with Gop. Let us lay aſide every 
Weight, and the Sin which doth moſt eaſily beſet 
5s (b). Let us with Patience and Submiſſion take 
up our Croſs daily (e); leaving all to follow the 
Lamb, whereſoever He ſhall fee fit to lead us, 
And let us be ſure, from the Firſt to the very 
Laſt Step of our Race, to run, /ooking unto 
Teſus, keeping the Eye of our Souls ſtedfaſtly 
fixed upon Him, as tbe Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith (d). 

But if we would in this Prize, there muſt 
be Fighting, as well as Running. And here, 
the Aricleſt Diſcipline is to be obſerved. In this 
View, it is neceſſary that we enquire, Whether 
we haye been made a willing People in the Day 
of the Lord's Power (e)? whether we are en- 
tirely won over into the Regeemer's Intereſt ? 


whether we have given Him the Heart (J), and 
{worn 


(y) Gal. vi. 15. (2) Gal. v. 6. (a) John x. 1,2 
(5) Heb. xii. 1. (c) Luke ix. 23. (4) Heb, xii, 2. 
(e}) Pal, ex. 3. J. Pror. xxlii. 20, 
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ſworn Allegiance to Him? Let us ſeriouſly 


aſk, Have we truly repented of our former Ser- 


vice to our old Maſters, Sn and Satan, and 
from the Heart renounced our former Adherence 
to the Old Covenant ? Have we put off the Old 
Man with his Deeds(g), and put on the New 
Man, which after GOD is created in Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs (h? Are we clothed with 
the Armour of Light (1), yea with the whole Ar- 
mour of GOD (k)? Is it our Aim, to fight the 
Lord's Battles in His Strength? Are we ſtrictly 
careful to keep the Faith of Jeſus, and at the 
ſame Time diligent in keeping the Commandments 
of Gop? Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the 
Lord (I): And they only, who abide in the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, are likely to win Him: 
Neither can any have Power over the Angel and 
prevail (m), but they that are ſrengtbened with 
Strength in their Souls by the Spirit of Gon. 
Are we ſenſible, it is our Mercy, that we are 
not to go a Warfare at our own Charges(n)? 
And do we eſteem it as a wonderful Privilege, 
that we are allowed to be firong in the Grace 
that is in Chriſt Feſus (o)? In all our Conflicts, 
have we @ ſingle Eye to His Glory, and do we 
rely upon Him as the Captain of our Salvation? 
Are we watchful, that we may ever ſerve from 
Life, and not for Life; and that all our Obe- 
dience and Services flow from the Principles of 


Faith 


(gs) Col. iii. 9. G) Eph. iv. 24. (i) Rom. xiii. 12, 
(4) Eph. vi. 11. (1) Heb. xii. 14. (n) Hof. xii, 4. 
(n) 1 Cor. ix. 7. (e) 2 Tim. ii. I, 
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Faith and Love, and not from a deſponding, 
ſlaviſh, tormenting Fear? 

Here perhaps ſome weak Believers, tho' truly 
gracious Souls, may begin to be diſcouraged. 
Being conſcious that their Fears often gain the 
Aſcendant over their Hopes, they are ready to 
conclude, that all therr Service ſprings only from 


Fear, and nr from Faith; and becauſe their 


Fears are many, they are apt to think, they 
have no true Faith at all. In Anſwer to this, 
I ſhall only quote the following Lines out 
of one of Mr, Hill's excellent Letters; in 
Then he ſays, © Fear argues an Abſence 


© of Faith, but not a Want of it: It ſhews, 


ce that the Principle [of Faith] is not in Exer- 
* ciſe, tho' not that it is not implanted. Our 
« Fear of loſing the Preſence of Chriſt argues 
e an Eſteem for His Perſon, and a Value for 
« His Company : And Fear of our Want of 
e Faith juſtly infers a Senſe: of the Uſefulneſs 
and Excellency of this Heaven-Born Grace; 
c which we could never have, were it not im- 
* planted in our Hearts by the Spirit of GOD 
te that is given unto us. The Unregenerate 
Man is no more ſubject to this Fear, than he 
cee is capable of exerciſing Faith: He is as much 
e aStranger to the one, as he is to the other; 
te becauſe they both of them argue the Indwel- 
* ling of the ſame Principle, in the Perſon 
* that is the Subject thereof, The Certainty 
* of Grace may be as juſtly judged of by our 
Fears, as by our 'Faith; tho' I cannot fay, 
« that there is an equal Pleaſure en Toes 
* from 


bf Ma 
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from the Judgment we paſs of our Selves by 


the one, as there is from that we paſs by the 
other. Faith and Fear both ſuppoſe the Ob- 


te ject they are concerned about to be defirea- 
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ble; tho' in a very different Manner, the one 
from the other: Faith, as it views and lays 
hold on the Grace that is treaſured up in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and communicates it to the 
Soul in whom it reſides; Fear, as it laments 
the Loſs of the Object, and is concerned that 
it cannot enjoy the ſame Communications of 
His Love, which it formerly did. There is 
a Fear which is commendable; as well as 
a Fear, that is to be avoided : A Fear, that 
glorifies Gop, and is a Mark and Evidence 
of the Truth of Grace; as well as a Fear, 
that breeds Torment to the Soul in which it 
dwells. If we are not afraid of offending 
Gop, if we are unconcerned about Com- 
munion with Him, and careleſs whether we 
glorify Him by our Walk and Converſation ; 
then we may zu/tly fear, that we have no In- 
tereſt in his Love and Favour, But if our 
Fear ariſes from the forementioned Springs, 
tho' it be not ſo deſirable a Frame as 7o be 


* ſtrong in Faith is, yet have we, notwith- 


9 


te 
ec 
cc 


ſtanding this, Ground of Hope, and Foun- 
dation for Praiſe; in that our Hearts are 
united to, and our Affections fixed upon, that 
GOD who is pleaſed for wiſe Ends to with- 
draw Himſelf from us, and be to us as @ 


* Way-faring Man that turneth aſide to tarry 


* for a Night,” 


It is not for me to ſay, 
G but 
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but let others judge, whether in theſe Lines 
there was not a Specimen of Mr. Hill's being 
well qualified to ſpeak a. Mord in Seaſon to the 
weary Soul (p), even from the very P:ginning 
of his Entrance upon the Work of the 4.iniftry: 
For this Letter was wrote in the Year 1734, 
before this Church had given him a Call to the 
Paſtoral Office. 
But to return, 
the SEAT, we may learn, 


From the Language in 


4. That it 1s not — to win the Prize, 
that we run well for @ Time, unleſs we 
continue the Race and Combat to the End. 


Thus our Lord Himſelf taught his Diſciples, 
ſaying, But he that ſhall endure unto the End, 
the ſame ſhall be ſaved (g. And here let me 
take the Liberty of a ſerious Addreſs unto You, 
that are the Members of this Church, Your Cale, 
I acknowledge, is very affecting and melan- 
choly : But as You defire to win Chriſt, and be 
found in Him, Let me intreat You to watch 
ggainſt all Impatience ; that there may not be 
in any of You ſo much as 4 murmuring or re- 
pining Thought againſt GOD, under this ſevere 
and awful Diſpenſation. And ſince I have it 
in my Power, I doubt not but that it will be 
very agreeable to Yon, it I point out a few 
Paſſages contained in another of your Paſtor's 
Letters, wrote in the Year 1737, juſt after g 
very beavy Wes, both in . and Mind. 


From 
00 Ifai, J. 4. 05 Mat XXIV, 13 


= 


* 


oo 
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From thence You may gather very ſuitable In- 
ftrufions for Your own Support and Direction, 
under the preſent Trial; that You may nei- 
ther faint, nor offend, tho plunged, as it were, 
at once into this bereaved and forrowful State. 
And as You deſire to remember him, that lately 
had the Rule over You in the Lord 65, to follow 
his Faith, and imitate his Example, in Submiſ- 
ſion to the Divine Will as becomes You, ſeek 
beth an Agreement, and Eſtabliſhment, in the 
Sentiments and Temper which he Vf AKIN in 
the following Lines, 

« deſire to be always looking within, and 
« living above: And then only can I upen 
** ſafe Grounds expect Soul- Proſperity, — 
«© The Headſbip of Chri/t is the main Spring, 
*. from whence our Comforts are to be fetched 
«at all Times. This is our ſafe Retreat, and 
quiet Harbour, under the moſt gloomy Cir- 
„ cumſtances. Oh, 4 Life of Faith, what 
Glory does it bring to Chri/f ! What Serenity 
„ and Compoſure of Soul, to the oppreſſed 
* Chriftian | — I hope, I am kept from de- 
« ſpifing the Chaſtening of the Lord, and from 
— 2 under it. 1 ſee, I feel, the Rod; and 

«yet I love it: Not one Stroke too much as 
yet; and if He goes on to contend, I will lay 
© mine Hand upon my Mouth, A Friend that 

& fticketh clſer than a Brother, is a Mercy that 
t taſtes the ſweeter, the oftener it is obſerved. 


t The Veil is drawn aſide, when Faith is 


« drawn forth into Act. And it is no rare 
8 G 2 «© Thing, 


(r) Heb, xiii. 7. 
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„Thing, to ſee an open Heart with Him, 
* when there is @ cloſed Hand, We are not 
“ proper Judges of our own Wants: But we 
% may ſay all of us, and in the Spirit we 
* ſhall ſay, Thou ſhalt chuſe our Inheritance 


cc 


Thus, my Brethren, under this ſevere Cor- 
tection, let it be your Care and Prayer, that 
in Patience You may poſſeſs your Souls (s), Watch, 
that You put not @ wrong Conſtruction upon this 
frowning Providence, and then become angry 
at it, Take Heed, that You be not offended at 
any of the Sovereign Acts of the Government 
and Rule of the mghty GOD, your everlaſting 
Father (t) : For when Clouds and Darkneſs are 
round about Him, ſtill Righteouſneſs and Fudg- 
ment are the Habitation of His Throne (u). Be 
aſſured, that Mercy and Truth fhall ever go be- 
fore His Face (w) : And You have Reaſon to 
maintain the ſtrongeſt Confidence in His Pro- 
miſe, that all Things ſhall work together for Good, 
to them that love GOD, to them who are the 
called according to His Purpoſe (x). The LoRy 
grant, that according to your Day, your Strength 
may be (y)! | : 3 

Suffer not any Diſcouragement, to perplex 
your Minds, or weaken your Hands. Humble 
your ſelves under the mighty Hand of GOD, and 
He ſhall exalt you in due Time: Caſt all your 
Care upon Him, and you ſhall find, that He 

4G, careth 


(s) Luke xxi. 19. (t) Iſan ix. 6, () Pal, xcvii. 2. 
1% Pal, Ixxxix. 14. (x) Rom, viii. 28, (y) Deut. xxxiii. 25. 
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careth for You (2). Call to Mind the paſt mer- 
ciful Appearances of the Lok p for this Church. 
Remember, how it was preſerved in the Days 
of the great Mr. Gouge, when it was /thke av 
Buſh in the Flames, and was not conſumed (a). 
And after he had fought the good Fight, kept 
the Faith, and finiſhed his Courſe (b), You were 
favoured with the truly evangelical and learned 
Miniſtry of the famous Dr. Ridgley. And 
when, having ſerved his Generation in a Sphere 
of eminent and extenſive Uſefulneſs by the Will 
of GOD, he fell aſleep (c), the Lox p quickly 
pointed out and ſent You the excellent Mr. 
Hill, whoſe Labours, through the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing, have been the happy Means of your Eſta- 
bliſhment and farther Enlargement. Theſe 
| paſt Experiences are ſtrong Obligations to future 
Dependance. 

Watch, that in Vour preſent deſtitute Con- 
dition, there may not be in any of You an evil 
Heart of Unbehef, in departing from the living 
GOD (d). Tho' You are left as Sheep without 
a Shepherd, yet forſake not the Aſſembling of 
yourſelves together ; but continue in Prayer, and 
conſider one another to provoke unto Love, and 
to good Works (e). Watch againſt all Diviſions, 
Diſſenfions, and Emulations, Let no Providen- 
tial Changes occaſion any Lukewarmneſs, nor 
any Abatement in the Fervour of your Zeal 
for the Redeemer's Glory, and for each other's 


Spiritual 


[z) 1 Pet. v. 6, 7. (a) Exod. iii. 2, (b) 2 Tim. iv. 7. 
(e) Acts xiii, 36. 9 Heb, iii. 12. (e) Heb, x. 24, 25. 
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Spiritual Welfare. In every Step you take 1 
ſeeking' a freſh Supply, keep cloſe to the Rule 
of the Word, and pray for the Guidance and 
Bleſſing of the great Shepherd and - Biſhop of 
Souls (7). In all? your Proceedings, manifeſt a 
eint and hearty Concern- tor the Eftabliſhment 

of this Church, in the Faith and Order of the 
Goſpel, as you have been taught (g). Let every 
Brother, nfl every Member, conſtantly aim at. 
an uninterrupted and final Perſeverance, in way 
Thing included in fanding faft in the Lord (l 92 
Knowing, that if any Man drato back, he will 
be fo far from winning Chriſt, that as He Him- 
ſelf has declared, His Soul y Ae no Plea- 
fure in him (i). 

But that this Advice may have the Nrongeſt, 
and moſt ſolemn Inforcement, let it be conſi- 
dered, that by the Phraſe in the Text, at are 
farther un 4 7 9 


5. That every Man's Pretenſow or Claim to 
this Prize ſhall be particularly enqwired 
into, and critically examined, at the Laſt 


Day. 


In the Olympzc Games there were Perſons - 
pointed, whoſe Office and Bufineſs it was, 
fudge of the Exerciſes that were performed, and 
to determine according to Rule to whom the 


e _ of Right belong. In Alluſion to 
this, 


1 Pet. ii. 2 ( ) Col. ii. 5, 7. ( Phil. iv. 1. 
(i) mY x. 38. of . f | 
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vhis, the, Apoſtle ſpeaks plainly of CHRIST, as 
the LORD.” the — Judge (9; according 
to whole ſovereign Authority, whoſe wiſe and 
juſt Determination in every Man's Caſe, he 
Crown of Righteouſneſs ſhall be abſolutely diſ- 
poſed of, and unalterably ſettled, in the =— 
publick and ſolemn Manner, at the Judgment 
of the great Day. 

And it ſhould ſtrike us with Awe to think, 
that He, who is to be the Judge, is a Gop of 
infinite Purity and inflexible Juſtice, who hates 
all Workers of Iniquity (1): A Judge, who 
knows all Things (m), who ſearcheth the Heart, 
and trieth the Reims of the Children of Men (un); 
who is Judge of our Thoughts, Principles, and 
Deſigns, as well as of our Words, and Actions: 
One that needs no Information; nor is it poſſible, 
that He ſhould in the leaſt be impoſed upon, 
by any Means, or any Perſons whatever. 

So that if any among us ſhall dare to neglect 
any of the Commandments of God, and that in 
particular, that we ſhould believe on the Name of 
His Son Feſus Chriſt (o), this is aſſuredly known, 
and ſhall be openly declared. And it is certain, 
that /uch can have no Right to this Prize ; but 
their Claim will be publickly rejected, to their 
eternal Confuſion and endleſs Ruin. 

But to draw to a Concluſion, From this Ex- 
preſſion in the Text, let us with the cloſeſt At- 
tention obſerve, 

Lach, 


(4) 2 Tim. iv. 8. (1) Pfal. v. 5. (n) 1 John iii. 20. 
u) Jer. xvii, 10. (e) 1 John iii. 23. 
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Laſtly, That whatever be the Solicitude, 
Diligence, and Care of a Believer, to win 


this Prize, he muſt after all receive it as 
the Gift of Grace. 


In Races, which have been ſadly the inſnaring 
Diverſions of the Age in this Land, let who 
will win the King's Plate, it muſt conſtantly be 
acknowledged, that tbe Prize originally came 
from his Majeſty's Bounty. Strictly and properly 
ſpeaking, they that win it, cannot be faid to 
deſerve it: Since no Equivalent is given for 
what is received. But it is in a much higher, 
and, beyond all Compariſon, in a more glorious 
Senſe, that, in the Caſe before us, The Reward is 
of Grace, and not of Debt. 

Had I Time and Strength, there could be 
no Want of Matter for Enlargement here. But 
let me in the warmeſt Manner beſeech You, 
my Friends, to take into the moſt ſerious Con- 
ſideration what ſhall now be ſuggeſted in a few 
Words. | 
Let us ever remember, that the Deſign of 
Salvation originally fprang from Grace and 
Love. What elſe could move the Great 60 D, 
to appoint a Way of Salvation for thoſe, who by 
their own Folly, Madneſs, and Sin, had Sh:p- 
wrecked themſelves? And to be ſure, had it not 
been for the matchleſs Love of GOD, His own 
Son had never been /ef forth to be a Propitiation 
thro' Faith in His Blood (p), == Again, hy wn 

1 | : 


{p) Rom, iii, 25. 


j 
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but Grace could engage te Son of GOD, to 
deſcend into the lower Parts of the Earth (g, to 
become Poor, and. (as it were) to empty Himſelf 
for a Time of His immenſe Riches and infi- + 
nite Glory, that thro His Poverty his People 
might be made Rich in Him (r)? — Further, 
What but the moſt ſovereign Grace could move 
the eternally Bleſſed and Holy Spirit, to call us 
effeually, and quicken us to an upright and 
fervent Defire after this Heavenly Prize ; when, 
thro' a moſt ſtubborn Pride, deeply rooted in 
our Nature, our Hearts were full of Oppoſition, 
Rebellion, and Enmity, againſt our Saviour 


and our GOD? 


Whoever therefore is now become a careful 
and humble Seeker after Righteouſneſs, for the 
7 of his guilty Soul, nat by the 

orks of the Law, but by the Faith of Jeſus 
Chrift (6); whoever is brought to an holy Ad- 
miration of the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and enabled by Faitb to receive and put it on; 
let him for ever cry, Grace, GRACE (7)? 
For from Firſt to Laſt, it is by Grace we are 


ſaved (u). Or otherwiſe,” as Mr. Bradbury 


has juſtly obſerved, ** we muſt reſolve the whole 
© Happineſs of a Believer into his own Merit 
* at the long Run. Chriſt deſerves Heaven: 
t But who deſerves Chriſt? He makes us wor- 
6 thy of the high Calling: But who makes us 
& worthy of Him? Here our Merit has no Room. 
te In our Title and Claim to Heaven, we have 


H & or 
(9) Eph. iv. 9. (7) 2 Cor, viii. 9. (s) Gal: ii. 16, 


(t) Zech. iv. 7. (4) Eph, ii. 5, 
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1 m imputed Merit: But in out Relation to Cbri/t, 
| „ we have none at all; and muſt fay, Thanks 


be unto GOD for His unſpeakable Gift (u).“ 
| Whoever is become 4 Follower of the Lamb, 
| he muſt, and cannot but, readily acknowledge 
With the Apoſtle, that it is by the Grace of GO D 
| be 15, what le is (x), And all that win 
Chriſt, and are found in bim, will at laſt” and 
for ever own, that every Privilege, Bleſſing, 
and Benefit, included in this Spiritual and 
Heavenly Prize, even from the firſt Begin- 
ning of the Work of Grace to the utmoit Per- 
fection of it in Glory, was entirely of Grace 
being freely applied by the ſovereign Will of 
the Spirit, and kindly purchaſed thro the rich 
and diſtinguiſhing Love of the Son, according to 
the eternal Election and unalterable Appoint= 
ment of the Father's Grace, To each of the 
SACRED THREsx, therefore, let us, with the 
whole Church, pay a diſtinct, but equal Worſhip, 
Praiſe, and Adoration , throughout all Ages, W orld 
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. yen at Ns „July 24, and publiſhed at 

the Church, little 
The 
Jha; Laſt by the Rev. © aw Cale. bb. 


Apoſtles, the Epiſtle to the Romans, and 
and and Second "Epiſtles to the Corinthians, 
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